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Braden, retired professor of art history at Auburn University, is author of The Architecture of 
Leisure, The Florida Resort Hotels of Henry Flagler and Henry Plant, published in 2002. She 

takes us on a fascinating exploration of Florida’s Gilded Age Hotels and the ways in which they 
revolutionized the national imagination of Florida as a place of exoticism and luxury.

The Architecture of Leisure

The “Florida and the Caribbean” books showcase a long, distinguished history of publishing works of Latin 
American and Caribbean scholarship that connect through generations and places. The breadth and depth of 
the list demonstrates Florida’s commitment to transnational history and regional studies. Today’s readers will 

benefit from having free and open access to these works, as they provide unique perspectives on the historical 
scholarship on Florida and the Caribbean and serve as a foundation upon which today’s researchers can build. 

The Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series is made possible through a grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, under the Humanities Open Books program.


